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 In the book of Job women are put in a negative light: 
 


What [is] man, that he should be clean ? and [he which is] born of a woman, that he should be righteous  ? [ Job 15:14 ]  


How then can man be justified with God ? or how can he be clean [that is] born of a woman ? [ Job 25:4 ]  


In chapter fourteen we read:  



Man born of a woman [is] of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not. And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee ? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one [ Job 14:1-4 ]
 

 

Mathew Henry's Commentary
_____________________________________

Mathew Henry in his classic bible commentary writes: 

 

Of the original of human life. God is indeed its great original, for he "breathed into man the breath of life" and in him we live; but we date it from our birth, and thence we must date both its frailty and its pollution. 1. Its frailty: "Man, that is born of a woman", is therefore "of few day"s, v. 1. This may refer to the first woman, who was called Eve, because she was the mother of all living. Of her, who being deceived by the tempter was first in the transgression, we are all born, and consequently derive from her that sin and corruption which both shorten our days and sadden them. Or it may refer to every man's immediate mother. The woman is the weaker vessel, and we know that "partus sequitur ventrem--the child takes after the mother". Let not the strong man therefore glory in his strength, or in the strength of his father, but remember that he is born of a woman, and that, when God pleases, the "mighty men become as women", Jer. 51:30. 2. Its pollution (v. 4): Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? If man be born of a woman that is a sinner, how can it be otherwise than that he should be a sinner ?  1
  

In his commentary on Job 15:14 he writes: 



What is "he that is born of a woman" , a sinful woman, "that he should be righteous ?" Note, 1. Righteousness is cleanness; it makes us acceptable to God and easy to ourselves, Psalms 18:24. 2. Man, in his fallen state, cannot pretend to be clean and righteous before God, either to acquit himself to God's justice or recommend himself to his favour. 3. He is to be adjudged unclean and unrighteous because born of a woman, from whom he derives a corrupt nature, which is both his guilt and his pollution.  2


In other words women are the source of man's inherent weakness. 
 

 

Jamieson, Fauset, Brown Commentary
________________________________________________

Jamieson, Fauset and Brown state in their commentary:

 


1. woman-- feeble, and in the East looked down upon [ Ge 2:21 ]. Man being born of one so frail must be frail himself [ Mt 11:11 ]. 3  
 

 

The Pulpit Commentary
_______________________________________

G. Rawlinson writes in his Exposition:



Ver. 1. Man that is born of a woman. In this fact Job sees the origin of man's inherent weakness. He is "born of a woman," who is "the weaker vessel" [ 1 Peter 3:7 ]. He is conceived by her in uncleanness [ Psalm 51:5; comp. below, ver. 4 ], brought forth in sorrow and pain [ Genesis 3:16 ] suckled at her breasts, placed for years under her guidance. No wonder that he shares the weakness of which she is a sort of type. Is of few days; literally, "short of days". Length and shortness of days are, no doubt, relative; and it is difficult to say what term of life would not have seemed short to men as they looked back upon it. 4  


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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